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‘BRAC 1s upon us’

Lawar MeDonald of
Meridian is churirman of the
Meridian Military Team ard
fhe Mizsizsippi Military
Commanunities Conncil. He has
wrorked oy yoars to snpport Easf
Centea! Mississiphi's silitary
mdasions, froom Missizsippd
Nativaal Gaardsmen and
Reserpisls o gefive-duly
persennel @t Maoval Air Sfation
Meridiagn — Landerdals
Cownty’s largest emlower

By Lamar MecDonaid
special o The Star

The 2005 Base Bealipnment
and Closure process, commaonly
called BEAC, is moving rapidly
and s upon us,

Thie Merklian Military "Team,
formerly known as the Mawvy
Meridian T'eam, has been active
since the 1991 Hase Closure
Kound as we successlly sur-
vived the rounds of 15591, 1880
and 15495,

President Bush will nams: the
2005 Base Kealipnment and Clo-
sure commissioners on March
15 The Department of Defense
will publish the recommended
realignment and closure list on
My 16, amd the commission will
muake its report to the president
on Sepd. B,

I we are on the list, we hawe
from May 16 to Sepl & to con-
vimce the commission Lo spare
our basecs.

The Meridian Military Team
has been working since the 1995
round fo be ready for this 2006
round. Obviously, the main
thrust has been to make every
effort to avoid being on the clo-
sure List

Thie Meridian Military Team
has been very active and has
received great cooperation and

help from the Gow. Haley Bar-
o, the Mississippl Develop-
ment Authority, the Mississipp
Military Communities Council,
our state Legislature, the city of
Meridian  and  Laoderdale
County.

We have also received won-
derful help and guidance from
our congresaional delegation —
Sens. Thad Cochran and Trent
Lott, and U5 Reps. Chip Pick-
ering, Roger Wicker, Gene
Taylor, Bennie Thompson and
their effective stalfs.

Drepartment of Defense of -
cinls have =aid closing some
bases will reduce cost of main-
taining what they call “exces-
sive infrastructure,” They ndk
cate  they will wse these
pereeived savings to purchase
new weapen systems and new
and different ships, planes and
ather equipment.

There have been different
unauthorized and bogus closure
lists published for more than a
year, These lists have no merii.
There will be no of ficial list until
May 16, These bogus lists have
been published by people not
invalved in the process; they
have no validity.

Phil Grone, deputy under-
secretary of defense for instal
lation and environment, said in a
speech Jan, 31 in Tempe, Ariz.,
that these lists “have no foun-
dation.” Grone is the Depart-
ment of Defense's Lop BEAC
afficial. He further ha-lil. There
is no basis to treat any of them
seriousaly.”

The community i=s applying
to the Office of Economic
Aufjustrment, a part of the Depart-
ment of Tefense, for a grant for
re-use of the base i that
becomes necessary, This is a
necessary precaution and was

LAMAR McDONALD
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SAVING BASES
Lamar MceDonald of Meridian aits behind his desk at Meyar
& Aceanbaum. MoeDonald |s chalrman of the Meridian Militany
Tearn and the kMizsissippl Milltary Sommunities Souncil.

alse done in 1495,

The Mississippa  Military
Communities  Council  has
cnconrigesd the nine communi-
Liees in M ississippi with military
brases o apply for this grant

Your  Meridian  Military
T, working with the Missis

sipp Military Communifies
Counncil, our Washingten con-
sultant, The Bhosids Groap, and
our congressienal delegsation
will confinue to work hard for
Paval Air Station Meridian and
ihe the area’s Army and Adr
Patiomal Guard units,

186th Air Rafueling Wing
Where: Kay Fiald, Maridian

THE LATEST ON BRAC

Tha L&, Dafensa Dapartment™s naxt round of Base
Baalignmant and Closurs, commanly callad BREAL, will
sapn ba under way, Maridian's military instillations could
he targets for closure, They inelude: Maval Air Station
Maridian; the Mississippi Air Mational Guard’s 188th Air
Rafualing Wing, 2238th Air Bupport Operations Squadron
and 248th Air Traffic Contral Squadran; and tha
Mississippi Army Naticnal Guard's 150th Combat Enginear

Battalion and 185th Aviation Group, Company G,

MAS Mearidian survived pravicus BRAC rounds in the
warly 1920s. Tha members of the BRAC Commission
will ba named in March, The Defanse Dapartmant is
eipacted fo raleasa its list of potantial bases (o be closed
May 16. & major Mavy base and large Guard unit in
Maridian pump milliens of dollars annually inta the local

BEONQMTY,

ECONOMIC BREAKDOWN

Branch: Mississippi Air Mational Guardl

Employeas
Military: 1,051
Civilian: 75
Annual payroll: 341.3 million

Mawval Air Station Meridian

Whera: Mortheast Laudsrdals County

Branch: U5, Mawy
Employaas

Military: 2,120

Ceivilian: 1,607
Annual payroll: $90.1 millicn

Source: Missizsinpi Wilitary Communities Council

Business profile ...

Southern Star Outdoors

We asked Meridian business
astirers fo J8 oul gresflonuaires
abouf themselees and thedr work.
Siiree guestiord merd S0 oiis,
s weke fust ow i,

Shawn Farrar onus
Sewthern Star Oubdoors ou
Higheoay 1% Seacth. He and ks
irdfe, Melfon, have tavo clidldren,
Jovdan aud Cardee, The family
fives 1w fhe Clarkdale
coprmurily aud aitends Nea
Hope Raptist Chan vk,

By Shawn Farrar
epecial 1o The Star

First, the fun

A mowie abeut my life and
work would be called “The Great
Chatdoors™ becanse that's wher
[ spend most of my time. The
rale of me would ke played by
Kevin Costner.

My business

= We gell hunting and fishing
aupplies, guns, ammunition,
berats, camouflage apparel, bows,
safes, feeders and deer standa.

& How it started? ['ve hunted
and fished all my life, and ['ve
seen the moaney 've spent over
the years. [ thought it woeuld be
a pood idea te get involved in
the outdoor sporting goods
business,

= No. of employess: Three,
with pari-time help

What I think

* The best plece of profes
saonal advice [ ever received was
frisin J-:||!||'|r'|'_|.' ainil .H!.'[[!f' Fairar,
wha said, “If vou put youar mind
o it you will accomplish what-
ever '_|.'-.||.|'|1' ﬂl.lil'l_u: and make the
Bt of 11"

# What 1 look fer in
cmplyvess i hard work, doing
things without being teld, and
brebng able to read my mind. The
-.'|'|:|||'||:-].'|'1' wlia's been with me
thi bengest is Brad Richardson,
wha manag es gun sales.,

* Tl best thing that hagp-
peenve] At oy basiness this year
was the people of Meridlan
H||q.|".'r‘:|r'|,u: e T Gl & .‘\|IIII'|iI|_I.5:
gools business to supply them
with thelr hunting and fishing
necds. Plus, competition s
always good for business —
that"s what makes running

[ CAN'T IMAGINE

B A day without seeing o talking to my famiby,
B Awesk without making someaons satisfied.
A year without having God in my He at least 365 days of the year,

vour own business fun.

& Tl biggeat challenge my
business faces in the coming
yvear 15 making suare the cus
tomers are wellserviced and
hawing what they need in stack.

A letter from homee

* Has Sept. 11 and the 115
War an Terror changed this
country? Yes, it's changed the
way people think and live,

* Has it touwched oy family's
e ‘r'q-:t, it has H'i'r'-\.'l'l LTES] |!|1'|'|Jl-|'r'
Fowvee for our Bamilies and has also
strengthened aur commitment

to the Loed. It has made me
redalize low (K] eclows life s

# [la | have employess in the
Cosard or Beserve? Yes, part-time
employes Chase Meal.

& My message for the troops:
Thank you For the freedom of
e countey, You and your Gami-
lies will alwaey s b in our peayers,
o it ter whers you are.

The War in Iraq:
Justified or not?

Nabeel Siddiqus i 0 fenior al Meridian High School. He was
Dorm on Rerachs, Pakestan, el es fomialy moved to Meridiga before
e s & years ofd, His porents gre Abliar and Nadia Siddigeed ard
e bas oue brother, Selthar,

Hig hobbies include playing ow the compuler, going ontade and
farmgimg onf ol bis frcwds, g!'r Plans b Purswe @ career in
campuler soeRce,

N beel sabonetled s colnmu for incluesion i “Profile 2005: A
Letter from Home™ tn Decenber: T wrate on fhus fopec Decawse T el
pery srongly abowl it,"

By Nabeel Siddigul
spetial o The Star
As the war in Iraq rages on, many people ask me about my
apinion of the war. Many think that believing it's not justified is an
indication that a persen dees not support the troops,
[ am plagued with
b

questions like, “Do you

not want the people in

[raqg to be helped®™ and Thowugh the
Fustification

JSor the war

*Dho you naot want dermioe-
racy o be spread?” and
may vary from

“Can you find a better
way be spend money,
other than liberating a

person’s eountry for him Person fo
ar her?™

Although it s anly nat- P_E'PS‘-(J'H. Ne
wral to help people, how idea must

we fdo this alffects our
standing ns & country,

Muany peaple beliove
the war is helping those
who are most in need of
it Howewer, it §s linpos-
aible to tell i the war is
helping or hurting the
[ragis — as the number
aof pecple lost increases
day by day.

Depending on how
v define “civilian,” the number of civilian deaths in [rag varkes
greatly, The confirmed number is about 14,500 civilian deaths that
thie United States has a binding responsibility to prevent under the
Greneva Convention and Hague Regulations.

These include civilian deaths resuliing frem the breakdown in
law and order, and deaths due to inadequate health care or sanita-
tion. Al Jazeern television claims the number of deaths could be as
high a= 37,000,

Luckily, the number of soldiers and eivilians lost on the coalition
akde s much smaller, and the people are grateful for this.

Yet, one must wonder what country are we actually helping
here? Think how you woeuld feel if your father died right this
minute, and think how your lfe would change, NMow, Imagine if all
of Meridian died, and think of how many people would be affected.

stand above all, the troops are
what come first ... Try lo
make a simple change if
possible, a penny, a dollar, a
ribbon, but please attempl o
help in any way possible.

Mshaal Siddgui

Emerging democracy

People ask me if ['m against the spread of democracy. Although
[ arn not against it, [ de not beliewe a democracy can exist in [rag,

Historically, Iran as a dermocracy or republic has failed. This was
the case with the “Republic of Iraq™ established in 1954, which
brought back the dictaterial rule the Iragi people tried so hard 1o
free themselves from.

[f the United States stays in the country, the forces needed 1o
stop an invasion and keep insurgent ander control are tremendons.

However, even if the United States can somehow stop this frem
accurring, the people of Irag are not nearly prepared for political
extremists, a group barely scen in the United States. These people
fallow a Malcolm-X-like theary of “by any means necessary” [n the
United States, this struck fear in people during the fight for
equality. In a weakened country, such as Irag, it is almost guaran-
teed bo succeed.

Financial considerations

Bud, if wee have the money to help the people of lrag, why not do
s0f If we do not want to spend it in Irag, what s a better way to
apend itF

The debt from the war in Irag was predicted to reach £152 Billion
dollars by the end of 206, aceording to requests made by varioos
arganizations and what Congress actually allecated.

This money could have funded the global anti-hunger efforis for
the next six vears, 1t could be wsed to fully fund AIDS programs
worldwide for the next 14 years.

For the amouwnt of money the LS. has spent, every child couwld
have had health care for the next half century — ensuring that sur
children and theirs would grow up in a world free of the most
dendly diseases.

Yet, the maney is used to “liberate”™ a country.

Though the justification for the war may vary from person o
person, one idea must stand above all, the troops are what come
first. We can maoan and ery about how we are not getting our way,
but wntil we take a stand, we have no reascn to complain.,

Try to make a simple change if possible, a penny, a dollar, a
ribbon, but please attempt to help in any way possible. Perhaps Con-
fucies was right when he said, “The superior man ... succeeds in his
actions.”



